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Valley of the Deer

By Jilllion McDonald

alley of the Deer, from which these images are drawn,
s a owo-channel high-definition video mszallation
shiot an location in the Scottish highlands The work
featares forty restdents of Northem Scodamd, the ma-
joriny of whom are craftspeaple and ather cmploeess
at the Glenfiddich [Hstillery i Dufftowm, Banffshire, The work was
created in residence at the Glenfiddich International Artist Residency,
where [ stayed for the six months follessing July 20012, and was made in
respanse b the local landscape, traditienal highlands dress and music,
oral folklore and pagan legends — hoth meal and imagined. The haunt-
ing reamantickm of the landscape Agures promainentdy as the camera
crecps through massy glens, harley felds, heathered mowntains, Giry
kmalls, and ahandiomed stone houses; uncovering fog, raimhonws, water
sources, mapestic wews, woodland creatures, anfmared svatars, and
phimstly figures. This walley has manyr tales. Masked dhamacters appear
frequently in harmor = at ance anonymous and secret, uncanrmy and

brbrid, ghostly and terrifing, yet disarmingly naive. The soundsape,
created in eollabaration with Knocher (aka Dave Roberta] capiures the
textaral and aural propertes attending the disollery and environs: o
gurgling spring, o waterfall, wind, bird calls, faotsteps on dry Aoors,
Soottish pipe muslc, a hand brushing against & canwas aprom or hrimdual
harred, a tap dripping, dinkimg copper, gas and ligquids escaping,

My worlk incotporates widen and performance, examinmg popular
filim genres such as ramance or horror in relation o their effect on
audiences. Archetypes and themes found e Admedcan harroer il are
my current focus. Unlike contemporary horror directors, 1 avoid ex-
tremme vielence in faveur of simplified narratives, sublime nature, and
tamiliar characters, Besearch plays an important rede inomy work, and
my process includes reading fhm theory, watching popular films, and
exploring fan culture,

[illiam Modomald /igas

The fellowing six pages in BlackFlash Magazine have been enriched with
Layar and contain digital content that you can view using your smartphone.

How it works:

Step 1: Download the free Layar cpp for iIPhone or Android.
Step 2. Open the Layar app, hold the phone above the poge

and tap the scan icon.
Step 3: View the interactive content,
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